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CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

 
Wonderful News  
 
 

 
 
This weekend, the Association 
was informed that, after two years, 
the United To End MND campaign 
has successfully secured a 
Government investment of £50 
million, over 5 years, into 
targeted MND research which is 
exactly what they had been asking 
for. 
 
 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson congratulated the campaign coalition. He said he would ‘throw the full 
weight of the Government, industry and civil society behind a new British led scientific mission to 
transform the fight against this devastating disease’. 
 
This is incredible news for everyone in the MND community and a testament to the passion, 
enthusiasm and determination shown by so many for the campaign.  Thank you to all of you who 
supported this campaign by contacting 
 
Thank you 
 
As we draw towards the end if 2021, we would like to also thank you for all your support over the 
last, difficult year.  We are totally amazed by the personal fundraising done by family/friends of 
PwMND in our area – you will have read my articles about these amazing people in previous 
newsletters. 
 
On top of this, we are also proud that we have been able to secure grants which has meant that we 
have been able to meet all the requests for support we have received.  These include funding for 
home adaptations, provision of specialist equipment, respite breaks for family/carers and numerous 
payments of taxi costs to and from hospital appointments. 
 
Thank you all for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

100 CLUB 

  

 
 
 
 
Please consider joining our 100 Cub.  Our 
second draw will take place on 21st 
December so do sign up to be in it and 
encourage your friends/families to do so, 
too. 
 

 
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED 

  
  

   

WINTER APPEAL  - Please see our annual Winter Appeal at the end of this newsletter. 
 
SEASONS GREETINGS 
 

 
From us all on the committee at the South Herts branch, we wish 
you, your families and friends all the joys of the season and 
really hope you will be able, this year, to celebrate with family 
and friends. 
We hope that next year will be easier for everyone in terms of 
Covid restrictions 

 



 

 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE BRANCH –  
 
Please do so in one of the following ways: 

1.  Send cheques payable to MNDA South Herts Branch, to: 
Ms Hetty Smith, 7 Farthing Drive, Letchworth Garden City, Herts., SG6 2TR 

2.  Donate online via our website at:      http://www.mndasouthherts.org 
3. TEXT TO DONATE – to 70085 and type in MND4SHERTS for a £5 donation.  If you wish to 

donate more, please add the amount at the end of the message, e.g. MND4SHERTS10 for a 
£10 donation etc. 

4. Email me at:  mndassoc.southherts@gmail.com  and I will provide you with the branch 
bank account details for a BACs payment. 

5. Join our 100 Club and encourage your friends and family to do so, too – a fantastic way of 
having the chance of winning a share of prize money in our 6 monthly draws.  Please contact 
me, Hetty, for more information. 

 
BRANCH CONTACT DETAILS 
 
NAME ROLE EMAIL PHONE 
Hetty Smith Chair & 

Treasurer 
mndassoc.southherts@gmail.com 01462 

630195 
Lesley 
Ralston 

AV and branch 
contact for 
PwMND  

leshenhouse@gmail.com 01923 
778990 

Carmen 
Brown 

Area Support 
Coordinator 

carmen.brown@mndassociation.org 
 

01604 
800659 

Roger 
Widdecombe 

Regional 
Fundraiser 

Roger.widdecombe@mndassociation.org 01223 
375345 
 

   
SOUTH HERTS SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS: 
 
TWITTER         @shertsmnda    
FACEBOOK      https://www.facebook.com/shertsmnda 
INSTAGRAM   @shertsmnda                                    
 
THE MND SOUTH HERTS WEBSITE http://www.mndasouthherts.org 
 
THE MND CONNECT HELPLINE 
 
MND Connect Helpline offers advice, practical and emotional support and is able to direct people 
living with MND and their families/carers to many other services and agencies.  
Tel. 0808 8026262.        Email Address:  mndconnect@mndassociation.org 
Office hours are:  Monday - Friday 9.00 a.m. to 5.00pm. and 7.00 p.m. - 10.30 p.m 
 
 
 



 

 

 
WINTER APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

November 2021 
 
For those who have been on our mailing list for some time, you will know that at the end of each 
year we send out a Christmas Appeal for funds.  Last year, however, we changed the name of this 
appeal and called it a Winter Appeal due to the extraordinary times we were living in at that time.  
Who would have thought that our lives are still ruled by the pandemic this year.  Therefore, we are 
again calling this year’s appeal our Winter Appeal.  By doing this, we will be extending the appeal 
through the entire winter in the hope of raising more funds than usual.  This, unfortunately, is 
necessary as all our face to face fundraising has had to stop since March 2020 and we do not 
know when this will start again, though we are hoping we might be able to arrange events  for 
Spring 2022.   The South Herts Branch of the Motor Neurone Disease Association is completely 
self funding and, as you know, we try to support everyone who needs our help both financially and 
practically.  We hope you will be able to help us through this difficult time with a financial donation.  
The smallest contribution would be so very much appreciated. 
 
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas & New Year and hope you can enjoy this with your family 
and friends this year, as at least, these restrictions have been lifted. 
 
If you would like to donate to the branch you can do so in the following ways:- 
 
*   Send cheque payable to MNDA South Herts Branch to: 
    Hetty Smith, 7 Farthing Drive, Letchworth Garden City, Herts., SG6 2TR 
 
*   If you would like to pay by bank transfer, please contact me by email at: 
     mndassoc.southherts@gmail.com     
 
*   Or  donate online on our website which is  mndasouthherts.org 
    and then go to the ‘donate to the branch’ section 
 
*   Or  donate on our Local Giving page on the following link 
 
https://localgiving.org/minds-winterappeal2021 
 
If you have not donated to us before and completed a Gift Aid form, we urge you to  complete and return the attached 
form to us to claim an additional 25p for every £1 donated from HM Revenue and Customs. 
Thank you very much for your support. 
Kind Regards and Take Care 
Hetty Smith - Chair, South Herts Branch, MNDA 
 
 



 

 

    Gift aid it 
 

 
Using Gift Aid means that for every pound you give, we get an extra 25 pence from HM Customs helping your 
donation go further.  This means that £10 can be turned to £12.50 as long as donations are made through Gift 
Aid.  Imagine what a difference that could make, and it doesn’t cost you a thing. 
 
So, if you want your donation to go further, Gift Aid it.  Just complete your name and address details below. 
 
 

Gift Aid Declaration 
I am a UK taxpayer and would like the MND Association to treat all donations I have 
made in the last four years and all donations I make in the future as Gift Aid donations.  I 
have paid income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year at least equal to the tax the 
MND association and all other charities that I donate to, reclaim on my donations for that 
tax year. 

Title                                      
Forename(s) 
Surname 
Address       
 
____________________________ Postcode__________________ 
 
Signature 
Date 

 
If you change your name or address or crease to pay tax at least equal to the tax that will be reclaimed, please notify the Association. 
 
You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying us – Gift Aid will then not apply to any donations you make on or after the 
date of cancellation or such later date as you specify. 
 
If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid, please contact your local tax office, or us: 
 
MND Association, PO Box 246, Northampton, NN1 2PR 
Tel:  01604 611860 
 
Email:  fundraising@mndassociation.org. 
 

Registered Charity No. 2943545 

 


